4. The distilled liquid which is formed at the bottom of the water, consisting in a great measure of creosote, is to be dissolved in hot caustic potass of the specific gravity of 1.120, after which it is to be left for some time to settle at a slow heat. If there be any eupione, it will float on the surface of the liquid, and must be carefully removed.
5. After the cooling of the alkaline solution, a slight excess of sulphuric acid is to be added, which will set free the creosote.
6. The creosote separated from the sulphate of potass is to be distilled anew, in small retorts, taking care, as in the first distillation, to reject several times what comes over. The distillation advances slowly at first, and is attended with violent agitation, in consequence of the presence of water. Thus, the first portion which comes over consists only of water and a small quantity of eupione, which must be rejected. The residuum is a brown mass. 7. If the creosote thus obtained be distilled two or three times without any addition, it will be found sufficiently pure for medicinal purposes.
Creosote ought to be colourless, and possessed of great refrangibility of blue and yellow, of the sp. gr. The disease was believed to be an affection of the spine ; but the treatment adopted in consequence, far from relieving, increased her sufferings. Long lying produced an eschar on the sacrum, and the patient was cut off by the fatigue of the discharge and suppuration from it.
Four days before her death, on the 29tli of March 1834, in attempting to remove her for the purpose of arranging the sheets, the left thigh was fractured about the middle third. No apparatus was applied.
On examination no trace of disease was found in any system, except the osseous, which presented the following appearances:?All the bones preserved their usual size without any swelling or tumour, but they were about a third of their ordinary weight, and more flexible than in a normal state, and easily broken when bent too much. The long bones were fractured with the slightest efforts, and the fractures thus produced were comminuted, the fragments presenting numerous asperities. and alvine discharges. The matters vomited were mixed with blood. As the symptoms were aggravated, they applied immediately to the druggist, who gave the child milk and whites of eggs beat with water. This was two hours after the administration of the medicine, when these fluids were taken in small quantity only. The cries and vomiting were less frequent. General feebleness, interrupted from time to time by a few convulsive contractions, came on, and the girl expired three hours after the powder was taken.
Her younger brothers had taken, at the same time as she, the prescribed doses. The eldest brother was immediately attacked with repeated and abundant vomiting of blood-coloured fluids, followed by purging, then a tendency to sinking, interrupted at intervals by colicky pains and evacuations.
The youngest, who had taken a dose of only six grains, had also vomiting of blood-coloured fluids, and some purging, and he soon fell into a state of insensibility, which ended in death at the end of eleven hours.
The mother, witnessing these mournful accidents, and observing that the tea-spoon employed to exhibit the medicine had assumed a blackish* brown colour, immediately suspected that a fatal mistake had been committed by the apothecary, and that probably the children had been poison- This experiment, combined with the colour of the spoon before immersion in distilled water, and the insolubility of the incrustation, showed that the matter given in the spoon had been decomposed by the metal of the spoon, which had usurped its placc, while, at the same time, the basis of the medicine had been detached, and formed the precipitate.
The dirty-yellow precipitate was then treated by excess of nitric acid, 
